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ABSTRACTS AND KEYWORDS

From Classics to History The Development of Modern Studies on the Book of Documents
Wang Xuedian
Abstract: The studies of the Book of Documents ( Shangshu [#35) has been developing from ancient
times. It has experienced the changes from “classics to modern studies” that “turns classics into the
study of history”. Modern research on the Book of Documents has achieved fruitful results. At the same
time, in the process of “turning classics into the study of history” , there has always been a divergence
between the two paths, namely the study of history, and the study of intellectual history. “Turning
classics into the study of history” is a form of knowledge built up within a discipline. It is a specialized
modern academic approach that filters out the traditional ethical values and belief systems that have been
included in traditional Chinese society for thousands of years. In the process of constructing the modern
studies on the Book of Documents, and in the process of transforming the study of classics into the study
of history, disciplinary research in modern scholarship replaces classical annotations and narratives. This
means that traditional value and ethical system lost the support of classical literature. Such a blind spot
has made fundamental challenges for the expressing and disseminating of Confucianism.
Keywords: studies on the Book of Documents; modern academics; classics; turning classics into

the study of history; changes from ancient to modern

The Interpretation of ¢i <, in the Process of Establishing Chinese Philosophy as a Science
Li Bin
Abstract: In modern times, following the opening of China, the traditional world order has
gradually collapsed, and many concepts that constituted the traditional worldview have become
obscure. (i X is a concept that is hard to understand and often misinterpreted. Zhang Dainian’s “new
materialism” creatively interprets the traditional concept of qi, combining it with new developments in
Western philosophy and science, and proposes that ¢i is the “phenomenon” or “existence” of what is
both embodiment as well as function, rather than material substance, which transcends the
understanding of ¢i in traditional materialism. The exploration of Chinese philosophy by Feng Youlan,
Zhang Dainian and others who established Chinese philosophy as a science, provides us with a useful
reference for further understanding of traditional philosophy.

Keywords: ¢i; Chinese philosophy; Feng Youlan; Zhang Dainian; new materialism

Rupture, Transfiguration and Reconstruction: The Transformation of the Traditional State
Sacrifice to Confucius from 1928 to 1934 Li Xianming, Li Ying

Abstract: In February 1928, in order to “draw a clear line” with the ancien régime, the graduate
school headed by Cai Yuanpei abruptly abolished the old institution of the Spring and Autumn period
sacrifice to Confucius on the grounds that it was “wholly contrary to the principle of modern freedom of
thought and republican doctrine ”. At the end of the same year, in order to alleviate the troubles, a

convention of the “National Diet” ( Guofu [¥]Jff) conference decided to change the old institution of

the sacrifice to Confucius to the commemoration of Confucius’s birthday, and stressed that “there is no
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